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hundred, for December 15. At the meeting a committee was appointed,
including Dix and Samuel J. Tilden, and it drew up an address. This
document appealed to the South not to act hastily, pointing out that
those opposed to the Republicans had gained 22 votes in the House and
therefore had a majority. The members of the committee pledged them-
selves to back up moves for the recognition of southern rights. They
would urge the repeal of personal liberty laws, the enforcement of the
fugitive slave law, and the right to take slaves into the territories. They
concluded by saying that if the wrongs of the South were not redressed
it would be justified in seceding. August Belmont, national chairman of
the Democratic party, was active in meetings of a similar kind on a
smaller scale*
These pressures naturally spurred on the friends of compromise. On
the other hand, December municipal elections were either going against
the Republicans or showing a shrinkage of their strength in New Eng-
land and New York. These setbacks did not put them into a conceding
frame of mind but rather stiffened their resistance to concession.2 In the
midst of these alarms all eyes were riveted on Congress.
The clumsy nature of the House Committee of Thirty-three per-
mitted few to have much confidence in it; but there was still a chance
of success in the Senate. Vice President Breckinridge, announcing the
Committee of Thirteen on the day South Carolina seceded, named to it
a much more representative group. All shades of opinion were carefully
included. Powell, its chairman, and Hunter represented the Democracy
,of the upper South; Toombs and Davis were the spokesmen of Secessia.
Douglas and his opponents, Rice and Bigler of the northern Democracy,
completed the majority. The minority was made up of Crittenden and
five Republicans, Seward and Collamer from the East, and Wade, Doo-
little, and Grimes from the West.
The task of this committee was infinitely harder because it had not
been promptly authorized by the Senate. With four states practically
out of the Union, it must think in terms of reconstruction rather than
of arresting secession. It must look for a formula that would bring the
seceders back. Powell called his associates together immediately for
an informal conversation, and they decided to begm work December
22.